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VISITING PROFESSOR AT UM
IS NOTED POET, PLAYWRIGHT

MISSOULA-Two books of poetry, an award-winning television play and a poem in ’'Mademoiselle'’
magazine are the creations of a former taxicab driver teaching English at the University
of Montana, Migsoula.
The hackie, Dr. John S. Wheatcroft, is a visiting professor this summer from Bucknell
University, Lewisburg, Pa., where he teaches contemporary poetry, writing and the novel.
He drove a taxi in Philadelphia, Pa., during the late 1940s while working his way through
college.
Wheatcroft, 43, wrote the play "Ofoeti" for National Educational
York.

Television in New

It is produced and run frequently by the American Conservatory Theater of New York

City.

—

Wheatcroft won the Alcoa Aluminum playwright award for his play in 1965 and the NET
award for the best original play of 1967.

The 1^ hour play, as Wheatcroft describes it,

is a fantasy about a boy searching for a troll named "Ofoeti."
The visiting professor has published two books of poetry, "Death of a Clown," 1964,
and "Prodigal Son," 1967.

His poem, "Once by Seaside," appears in the July issue of

"Mademoiselle" magazine.
Wheatcroft served as a Navy petty officer in the Pacific during World War II.

He

received his bachelor's degree at Bucknell in 1949, although he did most of his under
graduate work at Temple University, Philadelphia, Pa.
He worked as a graduate student at the University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia,
and received his master's and doctor's degrees at Rutgers University, New Brunswick, N.J.,
in 1950 and 1960 respectively.
more
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Wheatcroft taught at Rutgers from 1949-50 and at the University of Kansas, Lawrence,
from 1950-52.

He began teaching at Bucknell in 1952, but took leave from 1955-56 to

teach at Rutgers.
He and his wife, Joan, have two children, Allen, 18, and Rachel, 12, with them in
Missoula.

Their third youngster, David, 16, is studying under a bronze sculptor at

Bucknell.

He will arrive in Missoula in August.

Wheatcroft said he is "overwhelmed with the beauty of Montana."
visit to the "Big Sky Country."
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